Fans Asked To Pitch In For “Weird Al” Yankovic Hollywood Star

SAN DIEGO (March 31, 2004) - Looking for the perfect gift for your favorite grads and dads? The Weird Al Star Fund is now offering everything from T-shirts and coffee mugs to tote bags and mouse pads honoring singer “Weird Al” Yankovic and his band. Proceeds from merchandise, available at www.CafeShops.com/WeirdAlStar , are being used to nominate Yankovic for a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

Begun in 1960 as a tribute to the stars who made Hollywood famous, the Walk of Fame remains one of the city's most widely-seen tourist attractions. More than 2,000 artists from motion pictures, television, radio, recording and live theater are honored with stars. 

Is Yankovic Walk of Famous enough to deserve the star treatment? Over the course of his 24-year career, Yankovic has released 11 full-length comedy music albums, been honored with three Grammy Awards and 9 Grammy nominations, and received more than 20 gold and platinum album certifications in the U.S., Canada, and Australia. He has appeared in numerous television specials and written and starred in his own now cult classic  feature film, "UHF.” 

“We are not above begging, but decided to sell weird stuff to raise the $15,000 it takes to sponsor a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame,” says Dave Rossi, founder of The Weird Al Star Fund (www.WeirdAlStar.com). “This is our way of thanking Al for the decades of entertainment he has given us. We feel he really deserves a star, and we need the help and support of all of his fans to make this happen.” 

Rossi, 29, is noteworthy among Weird Al fans for his tattoos of the signatures and likenesses of Weird Al and three of his band members. The idea for The Weird Al Star Fund came to Rossi, a systems analyst for a New Jersey insurance company, during a visit to Hollywood when he was interviewed with Yankovic for a VH-1 special about tattoos. While visiting Hollywood Blvd., it struck Rossi that Yankovic was of the same caliber of many of the entertainers honored with stars on the Walk of Fame. 

Being undertaken with the written blessing of Yankovic, The Weird Al Star Fund is administered by six volunteer fans with the help of a number of other supporters, and has applied for official designation as a 501(c)(7) non-profit. All funds collected will be used for the application fee that will be paid to the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce upon acceptance of Weird Al's nomination. Donations to the Star Fund are not tax-deductible. Since the official launch date of July 27, 2003, the Fund has raised more than $3,000 from donations, merchandise sales and various eBay auctions. 

The Walk of Fame encompasses five acres of bronze stars embedded in pink terrazzo and surrounded by charcoal terrazzo squares. Inside each star is the bronze-engraved name of each artist and a distinctive emblem identifying in which of the five categories -- Motion Pictures, Television, Radio, Recording, or Live Theatre -- the recipient has been honored. 

The Walk of Fame lines both sides of Hollywood Boulevard from Gower to La Brea, and both sides of Vine Street, from Yucca to Sunset. Official groundbreaking ceremonies were conducted February 9, 1960. Administered by the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, the Walk of Fame was designated, in 1978, as a Cultural/Historic Landmark by the City of Los Angeles. For more information on the Walk of Fame, visit www.HollywoodCoC.org. 

